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ABSTRACT 

The paper focuses primarily on the evolution of the knowledge that the different sections of the 

society possesses in terms of Sustainable development towards Corporate Environment over the 

years. The research recognizes the development of a model on the basis of which the Indian 

Education System would evaluate and analyze the development of an adequate Environmental 

Education perspective in the different sections of the society particularly industries, to the children. 

In conclusion, the survey will indicate the better future for the Environmental Education knowledge 

in the current curriculum, even though the present is not satisfactory.  

Objectives/ Purpose of the study: The research work hopes to bring desirable results in the 

outcome of protecting and preserving the nation’s precious natural resources - the gem on which the 

nation is thriving. 

Methodology adopted for the study:The research study will consider the questionnaire survey of 

teachers,children and parents with specific emphasis on Environmental responsibility and 

Environmental education patterns embed in the educational institutions in India. 

Major Findings: The objective and standards set by the institutions in regard to sustainable 

development, their teaching advancement and knowledge imparted to the students in the sustainable 

learning techniques, is the agenda of the study. The contributions done by the institutions and their 

educators are at the very primary level. 

Key contribution:In this advance, it will be hoped to inspire the school and higher level education 

institutions in planning of an apt lesson wise description of the sustainable development and its 

ongoing support for the benefit of the society and the nation as a whole. 

Keywords: environment, curriculum, education, sustainable, India. 
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1. INTRODUCTION: 

1.1 EDUCATION SYSTEM IN INDIA: 

Education holds a very important place in the life of an individual. The country has more than 1.5 

million schools with more than 260 million students enrolled and around 751 universities and more 

than 35,000 colleges. India has one of the biggest advanced education frameworks on the planet. 

Nevertheless, there is a lot of potential to facilitate improvement in the education framework. The 

education sector in India is ready to witness significant development in the years to come as India 

will have world’s biggest tertiary-age populace and second biggest graduate ability pipeline 

internationally before the finishing of the year 2020. The education market in India is right now 

esteemed at US $ 100 billion and is relied upon to almost twofold to US$ 180billion by 2020. The 

aggregate sum of Foreign Direct Investment inflow into the education sector in India remained at 

US $ 1.67 billion from April 2000 to December 2017, as indicated by information discharged by 

Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP)[6]. Indian education framework in rural 

regions has a major issue of awful nature of educators. Primary school, secondary school, colleges 

and universities recruit teaching staffsthat are not in sync with the normal education standards. 

Prime Minister Mr. NarendraModi propelled the Skill India activity – ‘Kaushal Bharat, Kushal 

Bharat’. Under this initiative, the government has set itself an objective of preparing 400 million 

natives by 2022 that would empower them to discover occupations. The initiatives propelled 

incorporates different projects like PradhanMantriKaushalVikasYojana (PMKVY), National 

Policy for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 2015, Skill Loan Scheme, and the National 

Skill Development Mission[3]. The education sector has considered a host of reforms and 

accelerated economic outlays in recent years that could perchance transform the country into a 

knowledge haven. With human asset progressively picking up noteworthiness in the general 

advancement of the nation, improvement of education infrastructure is relied upon to remain the 

key concentration in the present decade. In this situation, education framework investment in the 

education segment is probably going to see an extensive increment in the present decade.  

 

1.2 CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY IN INDIA: 

Corporate Environmental Responsibility (CER) refers to a company’s duties to abstain from 

damaging natural environment. The term derives from Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).  
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The environmental aspect of CSR has been debated over the past few decades, as stakeholders 

increasingly require organizations become more environmentally aware and socially responsible. 

In the traditional business model environmental protection was considered only in relation to the 

public interest[5]. However, in the recent times, government has mandated the responsibility of 

ensuring environmental management and conservation. CSR covers: 

 A company running its business responsibly in relation to internal stakeholders. 

 The role of business in relation to the state – locally and nationally as well as to inter-state 

institutions or standards; and 

 Business performance as a responsible member of the society in which it operates and the 

global community and society at large. 

CER is strictly about consideration of environmental implications and protection with corporate 

strategy. There are three main areas to these two concepts – economic, environmental and social. 

CER is focused more on economic and environmental while CSR relates to social and 

environmental aspects [6].  

 

1.3 EDUCATION AND CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY: 

The Indian Education System has been not been able to provide the adequate 

environmental knowledge over the years. The Context of UNESCO (2015) sustainable goals, when 

we are mapping the existing Indian educational policies and status, we could find number of 

critical issues, contextual challenges, and loopholes. In the research literature on Indian School 

education we could find plenty of action research and empirical work on economy, social 

development, agriculture environment, entrepreneurship and so on, but rarely on sustainable 

education policy reform[7]. Lot of work has been done in the area of comparative education in 

comparing the education system of different countries, but here our focus is to design a sustainable 

education model at the grass-root level keeping in mind the diversities, complexities and 

constraints in Indian Industries.  

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW: 

UNESCO Report (2002) has strictly pointed out that just as we have learnt to live 

unsustainably, we now need to learn how to live sustainably. 

DukkipatiUttara (2010),stated that another major problem in Indian Education System is 

that only 4 percent of research expenditure is made through universities. 
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Branden (2012) has suggested for a whole education system reform through some 

sustainable strategies for policy makers and insists upon Fullan’s (2011) four drivers a) Intrinsic 

motivation b) Instructional improvements c) Team work d) Allness / 100% result to foster 

sustainable education at all levels across the dimensions. 

Chopra Abha et.al (2013), suggests that there is a strong desire to change the current state 

of education, and of the current less-than-adequate regard for the impact of business on larger 

societies are, however, prerequisites. 

Madsen (2013) suggested that even today the educational content, curricula and pedagogy 

for ESD are not well rooted in existing school system in many countries. 

Santone et.al. (2014), have introduced a new paradigm called ‘Education for Sustainability’ 

(EfS) to educate new prospective teachers through teaching, learning and developing collective 

problem solving skills to address critical environmental, social, economic issues and transfer these 

EfS proficiency to K-12 students through content knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions. 

Kelley &Dikkers (2016) suggested that in order to bring reform in our education system we 

have to improve the basic unit of a school as an organisation that encompass the human efforts and 

material equipment which could collectively improve student’s learning, teachers’ performance 

and school culture. 

Project Shiksha (Rs. 100 crore), launched by Microsoft to improve computer education in 

India, aims at training 80,000 school teachers who would be educating 3.5 lakhs students across 

the country. 

 

3.1. INCLUSION OF CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 

In the light of the model towards Sustainable development, there are three targets – 

Society, Economy and Environment.  The Society comprises of Students, Parents and Faculty in 

this context, The Economy comprises of Educationalist and the Environment comprises of 

Environment Policy Makers in this context. The figure 3.1 explains the development of these 

targets for developing a sustainable learning curriculum for the children in the future education 

system. 
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3.1 OBJECTIVES DERIVED FROM THE CONCEPTUAL MODEL:  

According to the model, there are three targets (drivers) are explained as follows: 

Objective (Driver) 1:  Long-term environmental practices towards society. 

Objective (Driver) 2: A better quality of life of all members of society towards the economy. 

Objective (Driver) 3: Economic development combined with sustainable transport systems 

bringing solid economic growth towards Environment. 

The impact that the Society gives the economy will be livable cities and communities. The impact 

that the economy gives the environment will be social inclusion bringing economic prosperity. The 

impact that the society gives the environment will be business practices with low environmental 

impact. The target is to provide the knowledge about protecting and sustaining the environment 

from the grass root level to the children through an appropriate education curriculum.  Following 

are the vital components of all the three drivers: 

 

 

Environmen
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Education 

ENVIRONMENT 
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Parents, Students & Faculty 
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Conservation and 
Protection at the grass 

root level  
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Figure 3.1 Conceptual Model of Environmental Education,  
(Adopted from 2002, University of Michigan Sustainability Assessment) 
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Driver 1:The objective of the first protagonist 

the secondary and degree level on identify and calculating the specific Corporate Environmental 

Cost and Expenditure incurred by 

 

Driver 2:The objective of the second protagonist

developing an appropriate lesson plan which interacts with the current environmental crisis.

 

Driver 3:The objective of the third protagonist 

inclusive of knowledge about sustainable living conditions and recommend an appropriate 

inclusion of the Environment practices and prevention learning chapters in the curri

 

The focus of all the three drivers is displayed in the following figure:

Figure 3.2: Sustainable Environmental Education triangle

 

3.2 ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION TRIANGLE 

IMPLEMENTATION: 

Issues with respect to driver 1:

The major problem in Indian Education System is that only 4% of research expenditure is 

made through universities.  

 

 

he objective of the first protagonist - To encourage in including a separate chapter in 

degree level on identify and calculating the specific Corporate Environmental 

Cost and Expenditure incurred by the Industries. 

The objective of the second protagonist is to encourage the current education system in 

developing an appropriate lesson plan which interacts with the current environmental crisis.

The objective of the third protagonist - To identify the lesson curriculum which is 

inclusive of knowledge about sustainable living conditions and recommend an appropriate 

inclusion of the Environment practices and prevention learning chapters in the curri

The focus of all the three drivers is displayed in the following figure: 

: Sustainable Environmental Education triangle (designed by the authors)

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION TRIANGLE 

driver 1: 

The major problem in Indian Education System is that only 4% of research expenditure is 

Focus of Driver 1

Include CSR concept in the 
secondary and degree level

Focus of Driver 2

Enlight the current education 
system which interacts with the 

current environmental crisis

Focus of Driver 3

Inclusion of the Environment 
practices and prevention learning

To encourage in including a separate chapter in 

degree level on identify and calculating the specific Corporate Environmental 

encourage the current education system in 

developing an appropriate lesson plan which interacts with the current environmental crisis. 

To identify the lesson curriculum which is 

inclusive of knowledge about sustainable living conditions and recommend an appropriate 

inclusion of the Environment practices and prevention learning chapters in the curriculum.  

 

(designed by the authors) 

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION TRIANGLE 

The major problem in Indian Education System is that only 4% of research expenditure is 
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In the United Nations the corresponding figure is 17% and in Germany it is 23%. China’s 

investment in research manpower, estimated at 708 researchers per 1 million people which is 6 

times that of India’s. This shows lack of connectivity of Indian institutes with research[18]. It 

becomes necessary for the higher education system to include a sustainable development learning 

curriculum in the present. The students foster this knowledge for understanding the need and 

requisitions of the knowledge. There should include a separate chapter inclusive of sustainable 

development in the Indian context. the learning chapter will include the need, objective, 

performance of the various sectors, the future advances in this subject. The students are also 

encouraged to conduct further research and attempts in developing a social, economic and 

scientific approach in their current chapters.  

The challenge however remains in the knowledge oriented formation of these chapters. The 

relevance and weightage to be issued in each topic are to be discussed. The major influencers, the 

leaders, followers and protagonists of the sustainable developments are to be included in the 

learning curriculum. 

Issues with respect to driver 2: 

The objective of TERI school of Advanced Studies is to build capacity around various 

themes of sustainable development adopting an inter-disciplinary approach and incorporating the 

most contemporary, research-based evidence into the curriculum (22). The sustainable teaching is 

not restricted to only co-curricular activities, but should include a separate teaching program. The 

students should be influenced by the current and latest advance done in the sustainable energy, 

waste management, smart city, and such developments for their exploration. The student’s 

curiosity should be utilized in making the sustainable teaching as a challenge not a burden.  

The ongoing challenge remains is the initiation taken by the SDGs in a strict and adherent 

manner to all the colleges and universities. The agenda should be formative towards the curriculum 

reflect the institutional development in the process. Beyond the academic programs, TERISAS is 

actively reaching out to school and college students as also to mid-career professionals to sensitize 

them towards the environment and sustainable development in a systemic, solutions-oriented 

manner(22). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studia Rosenthaliana (Journal for the Study of Research)

Volume XII, Issue II, February-2020

ISSN NO: 1781-7838

Page No:62



 

 

Issues with respect driver 3: 

The higher education system is currently going through difficult times. In addition to a 

global competitive environment, financial realities loom large alongside pressure to consider 

alternative structural and resource commitments to various knowledge areas (2). Thus although it 

seems hard to imagine an alternative other than the common business like approaches or to make a 

return to the traditional model of the past, many academics are disturbed even from the idea of 

managing higher education institutions in a market oriented manner (21).  

In the Indian context, the knowledge transferred to the students in turn applies to their own 

lifestyle. This objective has to be set by the teachers and educators in their teaching techniques. 

The study has revealed that the teachers having knowledge lack the training while others who have 

training lack the ability to teach. The educators are held with the responsibility of providing 

adequate training and knowledge to the teachers through periodic sessions. This is possible only if 

the institutions come forward with their requisitions and convey the message to the appropriate 

Policy makers (MHRD).  

 

4. DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  

The concept of CSR is being discussed in the past literatures many times. The influence of the 

CSR on the society and its people is being depicted by the past scholars explaining their 

importance in the future period. The organization maintaining a balance of their profit and their 

involvement in the CSR activities are revealed in their annual reports. The role of the education 

system in this regard has been argued stating the infrastructural development and the assistance 

provided by the Policy Maker in this regard. The education system is introducing awareness 

program in the advent of the current Environment development of the campus. This is evident in 

the infrastructural development of the school premises. The parents regard the structural 

development of the campus for their child’s protection and garnering the knowledge of the 

environment protection among the children. The parents are more conscious of the campus 

development and are ready to provide physical and financial assistance for their child’s betterment. 

The societalnorms are providing the essential support for the development of their living condition. 

The identical norms are also being expected by the organization for their environmental 

responsibility. The teaching professionals should be given appropriate training and knowledge in 

the Environmental responsibility.  
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This knowledge can be imparted on their students, the future citizens, which they will implement 

in their work environment. The learning practice adopted by the children in their educational 

lifetime, is being implemented in the work culture as well. The parents are equally responsible for 

encouraging the education system for the better environmental learning practice. 
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